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American public policy has become demonstrably more conservative since the 1960s. Neither Jimmy Carter
nor Bill Clinton was much like either John F. Kennedy or Lyndon Johnson. The American public, however,
has not become more conservative. Why, then, the right turn in public policy? Using both individual and
aggregate level survey data, Marc Hetherington shows that the rapid decline in Americans' political trust
since the 1960s is critical to explaining this puzzle. As people lost faith in the federal government, the
delivery system for most progressive policies, they supported progressive ideas much less. The 9/11 attacks
increased such trust as public attention focused on security, but the effect was temporary.

Specifically, Hetherington shows that, as political trust declined, so too did support for redistributive
programs, such as welfare and food stamps, and race-targeted programs. While the presence of race in a
policy area tends to make political trust important for whites, trust affects policy preferences in other, non-
race-related policy areas as well. In the mid-1990s the public was easily swayed against comprehensive
health care reform because those who felt they could afford coverage worried that a large new federal
bureaucracy would make things worse for them. In demonstrating a strong link between public opinion and
policy outcomes, this engagingly written book represents a substantial contribution to the study of public
opinion and voting behavior, policy, and American politics generally.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Why Trust
Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Scott Croft:

Typically the book Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism has
a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Bettye Heinrich:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Due:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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