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Her parents never really explained what a D.P. was. Years later Daiva Markelis learned that “displaced
person” was the designation bestowed upon European refugees like her mom and dad who fled communist
Lithuania after the war. Growing up in the Chicago suburb of Cicero, though, Markelis had only heard the
name T.P., since her folks pronounced the D as a T: “In first grade we had learned about the Plains Indians,
who had lived in tent-like dwellings made of wood and buffalo skin called teepees. In my childish confusion,
I thought that perhaps my parents weren’t Lithuanian at all, but Cherokee. I went around telling people that I
was the child of teepees.” So begins this touching and affectionate memoir about growing up as a daughter of
Lithuanian immigrants. 

Markelis was raised during the 1960s and 1970s in a household where Lithuanian was the first language.
White Field, Black Sheep derives much of its charm from this collision of old world and new: a tough but
cultured generation that can’t quite understand the ways of America and a younger one weaned on Barbie
dolls and The Brady Bunch, Hostess cupcakes and comic books, The Monkees and Captain Kangaroo.
Throughout, Markelis recalls the amusing contortions of language and identity that animated her childhood.
She also humorously recollects the touchstones of her youth, from her First Communion to her first game of
Twister. Ultimately, she revisits the troubles that surfaced in the wake of her assimilation into American
culture: the constricting expectations of her family and community, her problems with alcoholism and
depression, and her sometimes contentious but always loving relationship with her mother.

Deftly recreating the emotional world of adolescence, but overlaying it with the hard-won understanding of
adulthood, White Field, Black Sheep is a poignant and moving memoir—a lively tale of this Lithuanian-
American life.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

The book White Field, Black Sheep: A Lithuanian-American Life can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book White Field, Black Sheep: A
Lithuanian-American Life? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book White Field, Black Sheep: A Lithuanian-American Life has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

David Busby:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this White Field,
Black Sheep: A Lithuanian-American Life.

Edward Schanz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book White Field, Black Sheep: A Lithuanian-American Life it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Kristi Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.



Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this White Field, Black
Sheep: A Lithuanian-American Life.
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