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A visceral, hundred-year history of the vast Russian penal colony.

 
It was known as 'the vast prison without a roof.' From the beginning of the nineteenth century until the
Russian Revolution, the tsars exiled more than one million prisoners and their families beyond the Ural
Mountains to Siberia.  Daniel Beer illuminates both the brutal realities of this inhuman system and the tragic
and inspiring fates of those who endured it. Here are the vividly told stories of petty criminals and mass
murderers, bookish radicals and violent terrorists, fugitives and bounty hunters, and the innocent women and
children who followed their husbands and fathers into exile.

Siberia was intended to serve not only as a dumping ground for criminals but also as a colony. Just as exile
would purge Russia of its villains so too would it purge villains of their vices. In theory, Russia’s most
unruly criminals would be transformed into hardy frontiersmen and settlers. But in reality, the system
peopled Siberia with an army of destitute and desperate vagabonds who visited a plague of crime on the
indigenous population.  Even the aim of securing law and order in the rest of the Empire met with disaster:
Expecting Siberia also to provide the ultimate quarantine against rebellion, the tsars condemned generations
of republicans, nationalists and socialists to oblivion thousands of kilometers from Moscow. Over the
nineteenth century, however, these political exiles transformed Siberia's mines, settlements and penal forts
into a virtual laboratory of revolution. Exile became the defining experience for the men and women who
would one day rule the Soviet Union.

Unearthing a treasure trove of new archival evidence, this masterly and original work tells the epic story of
Russia's struggle to govern its prison continent and Siberia's own decisive influence on the political forces of
the modern world. In The House of the Dead, Daniel Beer brings to light a dark and gripping reality of
mythic proportions.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Palmer:

The book The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The House of the Dead:
Siberian Exile Under the Tsars? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Lloyd Lake:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The House of the
Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Patricia Miller:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Jacob Florence:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make



suggestions to pick up this book.
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