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Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously decrease economic inequality? To
judge by thousands of years of history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global history of inequality from the
Stone Age to today, Walter Scheidel shows that inequality never dies peacefully. Inequality declines when
carnage and disaster strike and increases when peace and stability return. The Great Leveler is the first book
to chart the crucial role of violent shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep of human history around
the world.

Ever since humans began to farm, herd livestock, and pass on their assets to future generations, economic
inequality has been a defining feature of civilization. Over thousands of years, only violent events have
significantly lessened inequality. The "Four Horsemen" of leveling—mass-mobilization warfare,
transformative revolutions, state collapse, and catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly destroyed the fortunes
of the rich. Scheidel identifies and examines these processes, from the crises of the earliest civilizations to
the cataclysmic world wars and communist revolutions of the twentieth century. Today, the violence that
reduced inequality in the past seems to have diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts serious doubt
on the prospects for a more equal future.

An essential contribution to the debate about inequality, The Great Leveler provides important new insights
about why inequality is so persistent—and why it is unlikely to decline anytime soon.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Great Leveler: Violence
and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Alva Sexton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Great Leveler: Violence
and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Martha Holt:

The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First
Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Robert Rochester:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the Stone Age to
the Twenty-First Century (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has



several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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