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Distinguished scholar of Japanese religions and culture Helen Hardacre offers the first comprehensive
history of Shinto, the ancient and vibrant tradition whose colorful rituals are still practiced today. Under the
ideal of Shinto, a divinely descended emperor governs through rituals offered to deities called Kami. These
rituals are practiced in innumerable shrines across the realm, so that local rites mirror the monarch's
ceremonies. Through this theatre of state, it is thought, the human, natural, and supernatural worlds will align
in harmony and prosper.

Often called "the indigenous religion of Japan," Shinto's institutions, rituals, and symbols are omnipresent
throughout the island nation. But, perhaps surprisingly, both its religiosity and its Japanese origins have been
questioned. Hardacre investigates the claims about Shinto as the embodiment of indigenous tradition, and
about its rightful place in the public realm. Shinto has often been represented in the West as the engine that
drove Japanese military aggression. To this day, it is considered provocative for members of the government
to visit the Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo, which honors the Japanese war dead, and this features as a source of
strain in Japan's relations with China and Korea. The Yasukuni Shrine is a debated issue in Japanese national
politics and foreign relations and reliably attracts intensive media coverage. Hardacre contends,
controversially, that it was the Allied Occupation that created this stereotype of Shinto as the religion of war,
when in fact virtually all branches of Japanese religions were cheerleaders for the war and imperialism.

The history and nature of Shinto are subjects of vital importance for understanding contemporary Japan, its
politics, its international relations, and its society. Hardacre's magisterial work will stand as the definitive
reference for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Shinto: A History is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Justin Price:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Shinto: A History, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Leavens:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Shinto: A History.

Raymond Guajardo:

The book untitled Shinto: A History contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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