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The war of independence in Eritrea and revolution in Ethiopia characterized life for much of the thirty years
between 1961 and 1991. While the horrific period known as the Red Terror throughout Ethiopia under the
regime of Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam has been relatively well documented, the atrocities and massacres
that took place in Eritrea have not fared as well. Since the present leaders of Eritrea have remained
preoccupied with maintaining their own political power at the expense of all else, the idea of giving priority
to documenting the horrific massacres does not seem to grab hold of their imagination. Under the veil of
secrecy and away from the international media glare, massacres of immense scale were perpetrated against
civilians in Eritrea during the entire period of the war of independence (Adi brehem, Ona, Geleb, Omhager,
Wekidiba, Hergigo, She Eb...etc). Since the mass killings have touched the author s own extended families
and families of so many friends throughout the 1970s and 80s, the tragedy was never too far from his mind.
Armed with his personal familiarity of some of the massacres against the Eritrean people, Prof. Ghebre-Ab
took a sabbatical leave in 2001-2002 to launch the herculean task of documenting these massacres. Although
he was forced to suspend the larger project of documentation a couple of years later due to his outspoken
criticism of the ruling regime, he continued the work on the massacre that took place in the village of
Wekidiba in 1975 and again in 1976. He did so because he had a promise to fulfill. As the gruesome mass-
killing took place in the village of Wekidiba on the weekend of January 31-February 1, 1975, the New York
Times had only this to report: the Ethiopian Second Division began an attack about 8:30 A.M. [Saturday]
against a village three miles from Asmara where guerillas may be hiding. That was all. The name of the
village was not even mentioned, much less the victims. In the field research Prof. Ghebre-Ab conducted for
this project, he interviewed nearly four dozen survivors and eye-witnesses in three continents over a period
of six years to try to piece together the story of what happened to the residents of this village, lest the victims
remain anonymous. This book is not meant to fuel animosity. The peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea, despite
their political separation, are kith and kin, sharing common history and culture. They have also both suffered
under tyrannical rules. And as both peoples now work for future peace and harmony, the only successful path
forward is not to gloss over the dark past, but to build on a solid foundation of transparency and
understanding. Massacre at Wekidiba is but only a beginning step at such a necessary dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

The book Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Massacre at
Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like wide open and read a reserve Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Benjamin Hoffman:

This Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Gabrielle Ponds:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
of Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A
Village in Eritrea is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Judy Brewer:

Beside this particular Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea in your phone, it may
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Massacre at Wekidiba: The Tragic Story of A Village in Eritrea because



this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book in addition to read it from currently!
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