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A distinctive Christian heresy? A competitor of burgeoning Christianity? A pre-Christian folk religion
traceable to "Oriental syncretism"? How do we account for the disparate ideas, writings, and practices that
have been placed under the Gnostic rubric? To do so, Karen King says, we must first disentangle modern
historiography from the Christian discourse of orthodoxy and heresy that has pervaded--and distorted--the
story.

Exciting discoveries of previously unknown ancient writings--especially the forty-six texts found at Nag
Hammadi in 1945--are challenging historians of religion to rethink not only what we mean by Gnosticism
but also the standard account of Christian origins. The Gospel of Mary and The Secret Book of John, for
example, illustrate the variety of early Christianities and are witness to the struggle of Christians to craft an
identity in the midst of the culturally pluralistic Roman Empire. King shows how historians have been misled
by ancient Christian polemicists who attacked Gnostic beliefs as a "dark double" against which the new faith
could define itself. Having identified past distortions, she is able to offer a new and clarifying definition of
Gnosticism. Her book is thus both a thorough and innovative introduction to the twentieth-century study of
Gnosticism and a revealing exploration of the concept of heresy as a tool in forming religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Kennedy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled What Is Gnosticism?. Try to make the book What Is Gnosticism? as your
good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Wendy Hartnett:

The book What Is Gnosticism? make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book What Is Gnosticism? to get your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book What Is Gnosticism?. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Elbert Lupton:

This What Is Gnosticism? book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This What Is Gnosticism?
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be
worry What Is Gnosticism? can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This What Is Gnosticism?
having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Travis Mahon:

The knowledge that you get from What Is Gnosticism? may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but What Is Gnosticism? giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this What Is Gnosticism? instantly.
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