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In this ground-breaking work, one of our foremost literary and cultural critics turns to the major figure in
English literature, William Shakespeare, and proposes a dramatic new reading of nearly all his plays and
poems. The key to A Theater of Envy is Girard's novel reinterpretation of "mimesis." For Girard, people
desire objects not for their intrinsic value, but because they are desired by someone else - we mime or imitate
their desires. This envy - or "mimetic desire" - he sees as one of the foundations of the human condition.

Bringing such proocative and iconoclastic insights to bear on Shakespeare, Girard reveals the previously
overlooked coherence of problem plays like Troilus and Cressida, and makes a convincing argument for
elevating A Midsummer Night's Dream from the status of a chaotic comedy to a masterpiece. The book
abounds with novel and provocative interpretations: Shakespeare becomes "a prophet of modern
advertising," and the threat of nuclear disaster is read in the light of Hamlet. Most intriguing of all, perhaps,
is a brief, but brilliant aside in which an entirely new perspective is brought to the chapter on Joyce's Ulysses
in which Stephen Dedalus gives a lecture on Shakespeare. In Girard's view only Joyce, perhaps the greatest
of twentieth-century novelists, comes close to understanding the greatest of Renaissance playwrights.

Throughout this impressively sustained reading of Shakespeare, Girard's prose is sophisticated, but
contemporary, and accessible to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Theater Of
Envy: William Shakespeare (Carthage reprint)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Theodore May:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Theater Of Envy: William
Shakespeare (Carthage reprint) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Nick Zapata:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Theater Of Envy: William
Shakespeare (Carthage reprint) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you can pick Theater Of Envy: William Shakespeare (Carthage reprint)
become your personal starter.

Michael Albin:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book Theater Of Envy: William Shakespeare (Carthage
reprint) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the reserve Theater Of Envy: William Shakespeare (Carthage reprint) can to be
your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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