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What is the body? How was it culturally constructed, conceived, and cultivated before and after the advent of
rationalism and modern science? This interdisciplinary study elaborates a cultural genealogy of the body and
its legacies to modernity by tracing its crucial redefinition from a live anatomical entity to disembodied,
mechanical and virtual analogs.
The study ranges from Baroque, pre-Cartesian interpretations of body and embodiment, to the Cartesian
elaboration of ontological difference and mind-body dualism, and it concludes with the parodic and violent
aftermath of this legacy to the French Enlightenment. It engages work by philosophical authors such as
Montaigne, Descartes and La Mettrie, as well as literary works by d'Urfé, Corneille and the Marquis de Sade.
The examination of sexuality and the emergence of sexual difference as a dominant mode of embodiment are
central to the book's overall design. The work is informed by philosophical accounts of the body (Nietzsche,
Foucault, Merleau-Ponty), by feminist theory (Butler, Irigaray, Bordo), as well as by literary and cultural
historians (Scarry, Stewart, Bynum, etc.) and historians of science (Canguilhem, Pagel, and Temkin), among
others. It will appeal to scholars of literature, philosophy, French studies, critical theory, feminist theory,
cultural historians and historians of science and technology.
Dalia Judovitz is Professor of French, Emory University. She is also author of Unpacking Duchamp: Art in
Transit and Subjectivity and Representation in Decartes: The Origins of Modernity.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated
it for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Culture of
the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) book as nice
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Martha Furman:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of
Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Henry Perry:

This The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural
Materialism) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural
Materialism) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories
of Cultural Materialism) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Norman Fuentes:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Culture of the Body:
Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural



Materialism) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of this time.
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