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In his eye-opening new book, author Fumon Tanaka uses the life and accomplishments of sword master
Miyamoto Musashi to look at the history of swords and sword fighting, and to discuss their role in Japanese
history and in the development of traditional Japanese martial arts systems.

The book opens with an introduction to Musashi as a real-life figure, not just the legend we've come to
know. Musashi was born in 1584, a time of transition in Japan that saw centuries of violence and war give
way to an era of peace. In his early years, Musashi studied kenjutsu (the technique of the sword) and trained
as a warrior. Before he turned thirty, he had fought and won sixty-six duels, proving himself a truly gifted
swordsman. When he was in his thirties, however, warriors were no longer called upon to do battle, and
many, like Musashi, turned to the inner secrets and theories of kenjutsu as a way to find a deeper meaning to
life. He became a first-class painter and wrote Zen poetry. By 1629, he had gone back to his ronin
(masterless warrior) ways, and opened a kenjutsu dojo, where he taught two-sword fighting, the technique he
perfected although didn't invent, as is widely believed. In 1643, when he was sixty years old, Musashi wrote
his classic work, The Book of Five Rings.

In the second chapter of the book, Tanaka introduces Musashi's major rivals, while the last two chapters go
into great detail about the various traditional martial arts systems including the development and
characteristics of each, as well as the techniques themselves.

The long history of Japan is also the history of the martial arts, which evolved from swordsmanship. And
since the mental, spiritual, and physical aspects are inseparable, an exploration of traditional martial arts is
also a look at the very essence of Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Endsley:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters book is readable by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Sword
Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do
you still thinking Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Katie Barry:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Sword Techniques of
Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Mastersis the
main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this book.

Lowell Bohler:

The book untitled Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Patricia Humes:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Sword Techniques of Musashi and
the Other Samurai Masters is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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