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The 2014 Ebola epidemic demonstrated the power of pandemics and their ability not only to destroy lives
locally but also to capture the imagination and terrify the world. Christian W. McMillen provides a concise
yet comprehensive account of pandemics throughout human history, illustrating how pandemic disease has
shaped history and, at the same time, social behavior has influenced pandemic disease. Extremely interesting
from a medical standpoint, the study of pandemics also provides unexpected, broader insights into culture
and politics.

This Very Short Introduction describes history's major pandemics - plague, tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox,
cholera, influenza, and HIV/AIDS - highlighting how each disease's biological characteristics affected its
pandemic development. McMillen discusses state responses to pandemics, such as quarantine, isolation,
travel restrictions, and other forms of social control, and pays special attention to the rise of public health and
the explosion of medical research in the wake of pandemics, especially as the germ theory of disease
emerged in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Today, medicine is able to control all of these
diseases, yet some of them are still devastating in much of the developing world. By assessing the
relationship between poverty and disease and the geography of epidemics, McMillen offers an outspoken and
thought-provoking point of view on the necessity for global governments to learn from past experiences and
proactively cooperate to prevent any future epidemic.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

The publication with title Pandemics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Molly Maldonado:

The book Pandemics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this article book.

Rita Merritt:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Pandemics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Andrew Purdie:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Pandemics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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