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When award-winning journalist Dave Jamieson rediscovered his childhood baseball card collection he
figured that now was the time to cash in on his “investments.” But when he tried the card shops, they were
nearly all gone, closed forever. eBay was no help, either. Baseball cards were selling for next to nothing.
What had happened? In Mint Condition, the first comprehensive history of this American icon, Jamieson
finds the answers and much more. In the years after the Civil War, tobacco companies started slipping
baseball cards into cigarette packs as collector’s items, launching a massive advertising war. Before long, the
cards were wagging the cigarettes. In the 1930s, baseball cards helped gum and candy makers survive the
Great Depression, and kept children in touch with the game. After World War II, Topps Chewing Gum Inc.
built itself into an American icon, hooking a generation of baby boomers on bubble gum and baseball cards.
In the 1960s, royalties from cards helped to transform the players’ union into one of the country’s most
powerful, dramatically altering the business of the game. And in the '80s and '90s, cards went through a
spectacular bubble, becoming a billion-dollar-a-year industry before all but disappearing. Brimming with
colorful characters, this is a rollicking, century-spanning, and extremely entertaining history.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Mint Condition: How
Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jennifer McNab:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards
Became an American Obsession book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Lori McDonald:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became
an American Obsession can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have Mint Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession.

Patty Scheuerman:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book Mint
Condition: How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Mint Condition: How Baseball
Cards Became an American Obsession. You can more appealing than now.
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