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The inside story of one of the most important and influential TV shows in history.

 “No one is better suited to write this moving account of perhaps the greatest American documentary series
ever made. Jon Else helped film it, and, two decades earlier, as a civil rights worker in the South, he lived
through part of the history involved. He tells the story with the compassion and eloquence it deserves.”
 
--Adam Hochschild, author of KING LEOPOLD’S GHOST, BURY THE CHAINS,  and  TO END ALL
WARS

To be published on the 30th anniversary of the initial broadcast, which reached 100 million viewers.
 
Henry Hampton’s 1987 landmark multipart television series, Eyes on the Prize, an eloquent, plainspoken
chronicle of the civil rights movement, is now the classic narrative of that history. Before Hampton, the
movement’s history had been written or filmed by whites and weighted heavily toward Dr. King’s telegenic
leadership. Eyes told the story from the point of view of ordinary people inside the civil rights
movement—the “fan ladies” and “ordinary world parishioners,” mostly African American. Hampton shifted
the focus from victimization to strength, from white saviors to black courage. He recovered and permanently
fixed the images we now all remember (but had been lost at the time)—Selma and Montgomery, pickets and
fire hoses, ballot boxes and mass meetings.
 
Jon Else was Hampton’s series producer and his moving book focuses on the tumultuous eighteen months in
1985 and 1986 when Eyes was finally created. It’s a point where many wires cross: the new telling of
African American history, the complex mechanics of documentary making, the rise of social justice film, and
the politics of television (the Boston Globe and New York Times published articles about Henry’s bitter
funding problems, in which they named major foundations and corporations like IBM, Xerox, and GM that
had declined to support his telling the civil rights story). And because Else, like Hampton and many of the
key staffers, was himself a veteran of the movement, his book braids together battle tales from their own
experiences as civil rights workers in the south in the 1960s.
 
Eyes re-introduced Emmett Till to a world that had forgotten him and showed us the guts it took to cross the
Pettus Bridge in Selma or walk up the school steps in Little Rock. It chronicled that great expansion of
American democracy through legal victories, direct action, voter registration, and legislation. Hampton was
not afraid to show the movement’s raw realities: conflicts between secular and religious leaders, the shift
toward black power and armed black resistance in the face of savage white violence. It is all on the screen,
and the fight to get it all into the films was at times as ferocious as the history being depicted. Henry
Hampton utterly changed the way social history is told, taught, and remembered today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Pina:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This True South: Henry Hampton and
"Eyes on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Gordon Rollins:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like True South:
Henry Hampton and "Eyes on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights
Movement which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

James Rutledge:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This True South: Henry Hampton and "Eyes
on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Billy Salazar:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this True South: Henry Hampton and "Eyes on the Prize," the
Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement can make you feel more interested to
read.
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